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: "One"; Man’s
Ey Mn:lzael Kernan
‘Joo: Eaton was’ astounded- He had |

Iemed hewas being investigated by in-
ternal Reveunue's

'-O'x apoell Eaton got the file and -
“found out that the reason he was suspect |
was that a youth being tried for druv
viclations had been carrying a shp of
paBer: th.b. Joo Eatons name ia hls1
wallet - 20 o {
.,“tonx;ajudﬂemUS st’mctCourt ;
iz Miami. The younZ man was one of |
5.000 people who had appeared before i
him. That was the only connect.\on. cest

* “The - privacy invasion 'is a tren
said Robert Ellis Smith, .,S—yearcld

editor- of Privacy Journal, the most
talked-about Washington - newsletter
since LF. Stone’s Weekly. “It’s hard to
oot people riled up about a teend. Its
.~‘1 1] gradual. You've got to give up !
come ‘privacy, after all, to get some
benafits. Yuu tell your Social Security
aunber, you tell your age for your
‘drives’s liceus2 because you don't want
to hold up the line arguing. People '’

have a-basic inclination to be open. i,

And also, p2ople don’t know what's
b-nno done .rn*h tne mformatmn

"‘hat’s where mnh comﬂs in wita his -
Indopenuent Monthly on anaq- moa

Computer Age, which he has been turn- ¥

g out fon nearly three years from o
homey little office over his Capitel Hill
garage. His 1,500 subscribers pay from |
Si5to 345 a ye:u—SFO overseas—ifos the
tightly-w*it%en eight-page. mu{ture of 1o
porf‘ne ancd advocacy:

.. . Annabel Stoddard was fu-w»'

from her third-grade teaching job in
“Western W \omma for lackinz ade-
quate dmrmlme class zoom hause-
keeping or the ‘d}namxcs 1ecessary L
motivate students.. What, she sus- |
pected, however, was that she was
dismissed. for her stoutness, divorced -
status and -lifestyle. After she kad’)
t:.mght'in the school for two years, -
the principal asked her to reduce hewr
weight and warned her about & light
in her bedroem in the evenings wher !
her children were away ... .. *3
Smith ‘comes.to the privacy i sue 1
.via civil rights: After Harvard (62).-
‘he edited® the - weekly  Southern.
Courier awhile, then worked. iiz the ™
HEW _civil liberties office during the -
* busing controversy, putting 3elf’

x

hig:

s special spying program
in Florida arnd couldn’t see ‘his own file.
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- 'mou"h wag:ctown TLaw at night,

“Then he moved on o the Ai nerican
* Civil Liberties Unlon ‘o 1973, started
the Privacy Digest and * came to know
the vagaries of workmg on grants”

Finally he, founded his own news-.

- letter  with $1 000 from his savings

rand - has- been more or less thriving

al To P mtecr O Basm Rl"htb

.ever - since, allowing ~for the naked.

feeling you get In a ane;man business,:
“dormaud

He has a theory aboui
data” information that is -coifected
for "one, reason or another and lics
axound perhaps for years in g com-
puter bank. In the old days. you'd
 have 1t in a mmxla folder ~ which
“would | get: dusty on: a- shelf some-
where and cyentually would bz thrown
“out, Buta: computer mmtouf lool\s
‘forever fresi,

. “What we're *al"gmrf about !s ’ch-'-.A :
,trol " he satd. “They: don't perceive it |
a5 an'invasion ‘of pdvacy " I{e is con-’

rcerned . about the’ apparent lack ‘of |

yinterest invaccurm; (which Jwould . 7

"seem- to corflrm that getting data

on people really is Just a matter: of . *’
-feeling powerful) and.ihé easv accessA
other computex opezators have, 4

Before recent curbs’ werz put-on’”
. tax records, people in the trade called :

IRS files “the 1endmg Ubrary.”

~ *The .thing is, this cquntry dc -
; pencs on a’ vcﬂuntarv tax system, and-
- the whole basis: is tnat it's
tial. Individuals exe .reacting to .the:

“ computer -scrutiny by Nay'n" it safe,
n’odxf)m" behavior nn.
ing its effect)” f

-t

a3 tO da
khe had bem a sales glerk for g year,
that thero was,'a new policy:
would have to open 'm" puvse for
lqcpe"‘don every day. She ‘ifu‘ed udd
was dired, The state ruled that.s
could coliect unemployment bene it;
“even - s9, be_c‘ause “claimant did not

confxden- g

It 5 SHhOw-

In R)r‘hoswr \‘;, it ,(oman'
the Casual Corner, wheie

i
1

S.le :

,.fconmllt an act of misconduct

- one 'mbotag“a a credit card or

“ber,’ B_u;
gef- tha public cxcited, maybe sr_)me-_
“thing' comparable to the uproar over '
T nauonal data bdnk we )

learned how

1 3 suffi-
cient to disqualify her , ..

‘7" Smith finds a few small signs of 2

consumer rebellion against the com-
+ puter invasion, liere and there, son 1;-

fuses to give a Soclal Security num-
it will take a lot more to-

few years ago.

. “people are g:omg “to get

ground for, say, the bank that re-

"“\ quires the least information from
“them for a loan, the medical insur-:
,-ance that- doesn’t have to know quite

:so’ much as the othus Tho Lhamzzs
willicompe.” :

_Compute* cducat‘mn ’is :\aother

2+ thind, rcaching as it does to thn ele.
. schools and cor:‘cspu:'ience‘

mentor
\%JOLn. . Cot

heard & .

re-
N

more
“aware,” he said. #They'll begin to'shop

“You can hu!‘d YOur ewn com*)u\ev ‘

now for.about 3320, People ~relearn.
jng how to LS" th just as they
fo ‘w‘w' thoe tole.
phone system. l‘opc consuma2ars wiil
‘un 'em for their own advantage. Why
. shouldn't a citicon go to IRS and us
“thelr machines to compute his own
tax? The airlines massere and maneu-’
sver, Us with thelr computers:.

am,
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why !

con‘dnt we write up our own txckc' 5

on! their ma»hhe& )
: It was not the mnnmsts, but IB.vl

v e e

that buggmted Juanita Kreps for Secre-~

tary of Commerce, I‘xmdwt Carter re-.

hed heavily on 1BM \0; fuls talent search.
- He wound up with no lesy than three -
1"\\ board mernbe.s m hi3 ‘cabinet . vy,

. Trivacy Iournal ;{oe‘, on, inthizmemo
. et B "
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